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·         Taboo Nightclub Shooting Investigation Update
·         Emergency Street Repairs at 12th Avenue SE
·         Destination Iowa Grant
·         Public Art Restoration Project
·         Ambroz Building Update
·         Greenway Planning Timeline
·         Sustainable Economy & Transportation Conference
·         Litter Collection Efforts

 
 
Taboo Nightclub Shooting Investigation Update
The investigation into the shooting at Taboo Nightclub continues. Earlier this week, the Police
Department arrested Timothy Rush. Rush now faces multiple charges in connection with the
incident. The Department is preparing for the next phase of the investigation — including re-
examining evidence for new leads, positive witness identification, and speaking with victims who are
now able to give complete statements to the team. The Department continues to urge those who
were at the scene and have knowledge of the incident to come forward voluntarily and help officers
close this case and begin the healing process for the victims, their families and the community.
 
 
Emergency Street Repairs at 12th Avenue SE
Starting Monday, April 18, crews will perform emergency street repairs along the 200 block of 12th
Avenue SE in the New Bohemia district. This work follows a wintertime water main break and
temporary road surface patch that is wearing out. Now that weather has improved, a needed long-
term repair can be placed. Public Works staff have fielded concerns from area businesses regarding
the condition of the temporary patch and have conducted outreach to notify area stakeholders of
the repair timeline. An initial routine media release advised that work could take up to ten days,
which reflects the typical timeline for a project of this scope. This is a critical location, as 12th
Avenue is currently serving as a detour route for the 16th Avenue Bridge closure. Due to the location
and nature of the impacts with this project, Public Works crews are targeting an aggressive and
deliberate approach to complete the repairs within 4–5 days. Staff are updating stakeholders with
details of this accelerated timeline. During the work, traffic will be detoured via Second Street SE.
Message signs will be placed to alert motorists of the expected impacts.
 
 
Destination Iowa Grant
The Governor’s Office recently announced a new grant opportunity called “Destination Iowa” in
which $100 million will be available to cities, counties, nonprofits, and other organizations to invest
in shovel-ready projects. Projects selected should meet the goal of increasing tourism opportunities
in Iowa, with a focus on drawing people from outside communities and/or out of state. Four funds
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have been created: Economically Significant Development, Outdoor Recreation, Tourism Attraction,
and Creative Placemaking.
 
The application period opens May 9, with applications being accepted on a rolling basis through
December 21, 2022 or until funds are exhausted. Staff will identify eligible project(s) that meet the
grant parameters and plan to submit applications on May 9.
 
 
Public Art Restoration Project
The sculpture Ricochet, located in the Great America Plaza at 625 First Street SE, is part of the City’s
public art collection. It is currently not appropriately attached to a base and will require restoration.
Temporary fencing will be placed around the sculpture next week to prevent any harm to the public
or additional damage to the artwork. Staff will place signage to explain the reason for the fencing
and plans for maintenance.
 
Ricochet was identified as a high priority for maintenance through a conservation survey conducted
on the condition of the City’s public art collection. The survey was part of the City’s first Public Art
Plan, under development over the past 10 months. The overall goals include guiding future public art
implementation, and maintaining good stewardship of the collection. The Public Art Plan will be
reviewed at the April 20 Development Committee meeting and presented to Council for
consideration at the April 26 Council meeting.
 
 
Ambroz Building Update
Staff will initiate another Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Ambroz Building (2000 Mount Vernon
Road) — a former Parks & Recreation community facility — in late summer/early fall 2022. This will
coincide with the timing of the availability of CDBG-Disaster Recovery Funding. This funding will be
an additional resource for possible housing development. The RFP will include preference for historic
preservation and adaptive reuse of the building.
 
 
Greenway Planning Timeline
Staff anticipate the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to update the City’s Greenway Parks Plan will be
released by April 27, 2022. Consultant selection will occur this summer with project kickoff to follow
in the Fall.
 
 
Sustainable Economy & Transportation Conference
The City of Cedar Rapids, in partnership with Alliant Energy and the Cedar Rapids Metro Economic
Alliance, is hosting Cedar Rapids’ first Sustainable Economy & Transportation Conference, May 24–
25 at the Downtown Cedar Rapids Public Library. The event is inspired by local and regional
commitments to green the economy and create a low/no carbon transportation future. Attendees
can listen to panel sessions, network with industry experts, interact with exhibitors, and participate
in Ride & Drive and Electric Vehicle Display events. This conference is geared toward professionals in
the field, elected officials, and interested residents. Register Today | Learn More

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ej4z2uljc74912f5&oseq=&c=&ch
https://www.alliantenergy.com/more/contentpages/sustainableeconomytransportationconference


 
 
Litter Collection Efforts
City crews with the Solid Waste & Recycling and Facilities divisions collected litter again last weekend
along I-380, marking two interstate litter cleanups so far this year – the first on March 26, and the
second on April 9 – totaling 112 bags of garbage plus assorted bulky items. These crews also have
collected an additional 41 bags of litter elsewhere, bringing their total this year to 153 bags. Stark
Enterprises, the City’s litter contractor, has collected more than 368 bags along I-380 between Blairs
Ferry Road and the Cedar River, with continued collection occurring along this stretch. Willis Dady
Homeless Services has collected 71 bags of litter in the Wellington Heights and Oak Hill Jackson
neighborhoods. All activities are in support of the City Manager’s 1-Bag Challenge.
 


